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F T O 

* All who profeſle love to » 
* the Lord Feſus, and yet 4 
FA love not One another, x | 


* according to his example "Pl 
| and command, 


3 Beloved, | | 
4 BOL Wiſh I cold ſay of you as Paul did ſay tTheſ.4.5 | H 


wenvying and ſtrife , and diviſions, are ye not car- wr 
"'Y oy walk as men ? as taught of men,and not i | 
of God, 
= Ar quis ego tantis, tantillus ego ? What | 
? - . 
am | to jc an undertaking as this ? many (the > 
-Zunworchieft of whom 1 am worthy ro follow ) El 
hare gone before me , calling you to your calling, Sly 
-Jove one another, Bat dre they not all ſay,who ay 
hath believed our report?ro whom is the arme ''> 
of the Lord revealed ? Doe they not all ſay, We [ 


Share laboured in vain ? We have cryed indeed 
n the chiefeſt places of concourſe, yea in the * And in | | 
oncourle of the chiefeſt, even in the City * we the high * 
e uttered our words, and our lips dropt ſweet- places of 
ſe 3 our woyee was love , love; live in love. the City. 
B 2 Sug 
A 2 | 


RG - 


(2) 
But no man regarded ; all our counſels were ſet g 
naught. 

Alas beloved ! what hapes is there left fo 
me to prevale 2? if Paul's, if Apollo's,if Chriſt's 
words have not taken with you, can mine expel 
t9 finde acceprance ? and yet me thinks I hope 
beyond hope, berau)e I know that God hath all 
hearts 1n his own hand, and can turn them when 3 
and by whom he pleaſeth ;, therefore though many 
$i? of 2:57 abundance have caft in much, [ hj- 
my mite will not be rejefed. I mult confeſſe ! 7 
have foy a great while forborn, leſt I ſhould he ? 
reproach and derifion daily ; but I am now - 
1ercome, an that by importunity, not ſo mutt 3 
from withour (which yet was much) as from 3 
within (which was more) for theſe words wer!» 
within mine heart like a burning fire ſhut ut, 
and I was weary with forbearing, 1 could mi 
contain, For while 1 held my peace from thi © 
good, my heart was hot within me, and while | 
was muſing the fre burnr, ſo that I could m7 


_ 


ry 


: 
The moſt but * firſt ſpeak with my tongue. and now _wi'h” , 
of theſe ' my pen. . ” 
heads I ſaid, yea to my ſelf and others I often ſail, p : 
were I was few of days, and therefore I was afra © 


preacht and durſt not ſhew forth mine opinion ; I (ail\% » 

at the days ſhould ſpeak, and multirude of years ſhoul! 9 v 

Tower of teach wiſdom: but the fpirit wirhin me car y 

Lond;n. firained me, and 1 ſpake and muſt ipeak that 1 6 
may be refreſhed. My belly (ſhould I hold me 

peace at ſuch a time as this) if this winÞs ;1 

ſhould nor have vent, wcu!d be ready to bull , 

like new Bottles. ; 

Bur let me not ( 1 pray you) accept | nor ei 

cept] any mans perſon, neither let me give flat 

cering titles nor upbraiding language unto «1 

711+ 


hat 4 


» eover it with a charitable conſtruFion. 


dM" 


% 


' 


(3) 
man; ſhould I do ſo, my Maker weu'd ſoon take 
me away, I know God would lay ic co my 
charge. 

Cenſures perhaps I may uzderg?, and 1 indeed 
expeff it * but not jrom you : let the world 
ſ: offe, I care not, having learn't to pajje throught 
cheir good report and bad. [ am not rgnorant in 
what a narrow way I walk, how it concerns me 
to be cautious, both what 1 ſpeak and how : for 
who would undertake ro moderate the cx- 
:reme immoderation of our days ? and yet for 


" my ozn part 1am not ſulicjtous (good meaning 


and innoceney ate careletie,and ſeldome fore- 


© think whar ro ſay) my conſcience, ze; God 
= bimſelf bears me witneſſe, that I would not write a 


Syllable which ſhould grve offence. Teach me 
thy way O Lord, and lead me in a plain path, 
becauſe of choſe which obſerve me. 

[ would willingly blot out any expreſion 
which might be liable to ſuſpition 3 for truly (as 
Ce(ar aid concerning his wife.) it 7s not enough 
not to be in fault 5 but things relating to loue, 
{as Czſars wife) ſhould nor be ſulpectted to be 
in ſ44lt ; [* hope therefore if any thing do (ee- 
ing it is againſt my will if any ching do) eſcape 


4 me, which may jeem to deviate rem the ſcope, 


viz, loye, that your loue (C for love of that 
which 1 write for and from, viz, love) will 


I have forborn to inſtance in any thing touch- 
ing any part or parties, which might bur occaſion 
a prejudice againſt any of the principles. For as 
Selomon ſaith, he that covereth a tranſgreſſion 
leketh love, but he that repeaterh a mtrer lepa- 
rareth very friends, Prov. 17.9. And we finde 
it confirmed by experience,that ſuch proceeds 

"Ra inge, 


4 
ings,they do but (as Paul ſaid of prophane and 
vain bablings) increaſe to more ungodlineſſe, and 
their words C2Tim.2. 16,17.) will eat as doth 
a Co _—— is, (ce I would there- 
Not 1oo- fore, and I wiſh all would forget that which is 
king ſo behind, that which is paſt, viz. * miſcarriage: 8 
much ariſing frem ſtrife and envy 3 and preſſe to thu | 
how they which is before, and yet to come, viz. * Love a- 
came in, mong brethren. I have not in the leaſt made it 
as how my ſtudy or endeavour to dreſſe the matter in *# 
we may any habit, but plain; and I will give you my re 
ger them ſon, viz. I would not have words ſtay the Rea- 
out,asone ders from attending the things. That eloquer.ce 
faiv of offers injury to things , which draw us ro ch» 3 
originall ſerve it; ſeeing words ave onely for the maties 7 
ſin. ſake , and (hould be n» other then would pro- 3: 
* The mote zt. C 
more ex- Otdtavius Auguſtus had a ffeciall care to cx- | 
cellent preſſe his mind and meaning moſt plainly, and re- 
way. prehended Marcus Antonius for writing ſuch 

things that men did rather wonder at , then under- p | 
ſtand, F 
Zeno was wont to [ay that he hal two forts of © * 
diſciples, the one he called ao yoplaug who reſped- 
ed nathing m:re then language 3 theſe he liked nit - 
ſo well : the other he called gitoAgpes curious t1 
learn ſuch words as are fit to expreſle things ty, | 
and theſe were bis darlings. } 
Me thinks the Apoſtles diſcourſe in 1 Cot. | 
14. ſhou'd ſilence all tinkling Cymbals ; ſuch 
as affett \uch words and phraſes as rather tickle 
the itching ears of men, then affe& their afeFinms, Þ 
or leave any impreſſion on the hearts and con- 
ſciences. 1 
For my dwn part,l acknowledge it my princitt 


(and 1 would be loth my practice ſhould give 
| It 


5 


it the lie) to ſpeak to the loweſt, and then 1 am 
ſure the higheſt underſfand me 3; wheress ſhould I 
(ifar leaſt | were able.) ſpeak to the higheſt, / 
ſhoald be to the loweſt as a Barbarian. In ſhort, 
4 0 rather ch»oſe to ſpeak, ſhortly, thuS but five 
words, which may be to edifying ; then to uſe ren 


«4 thouſand , which when men heare or rcad, they 
e 4. 9 know not. 
> it | [ bad thought to have colletted the ſeveral! 


3 beads, and have ſet them before you by themlelves, 
*X but the wbo/e book, being bur little , will ſ#0n be 
 & run and read over 3 and therefore I ſhall ſpare you 
® the labour of reading , my ſelfe of writing, and 
pre: > th? Printer of Printing+ 
Z Thu my beloved friends, having given you 4 
19. ©, forefight of what I have done, why and how; and 
"i hoping thac theſe things which are caſt in by 
_* the wayare nor caſt away ; | ſhall ſay no more, 
>. > bur pray that it may come unto you with a fulneſs 
ſuch = Of hleiling , and be inſtrumentall to unite your 
der. © hearts in love 3 which will ſatishe the deſire , and 
2X ſulall the joy of h:m,who can joy in nothing, but 
= wm being the 


s 11 Servant of Chriſt, 


fbf. x Ralph Venning. 
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THE Al 

NEW COMMAND ' 

RENEWED. » 

F OR, . 

> Loveoneanother. | 
Part I. | 

$ Ois one and only deſign is, by the words \ | 


(;* his mouth, & the works of his hands ; } 
to bring forth his own* Image in all wh | 


Vt 


* times and diſpenſations; and that is oneneſſe, 5 


| 15 6ED en.1. 27. | #1 *; 
© When he created man, he made him in like- ( 
»neſle and image of himſelf, one; yea, though he = | 
created Male and Female, yet were they not Gey, 2.24. ' 
wo, bur one fleſh. | | 
& When this Image was defaced, and man x 
ontinued nor in his uprighrneſle, that is, in ; 
Tis ſimplicity and oneneſſe ; chart which God "I; 
Zimed ar in the reſtauration of man, was the | | 
eparation of his image oneneſſe : thar God and i 
ban might be one againe. Yea, that in Chrift all (} 
"ings in Heaven and Earth, which were fal- 1h 
bas with, : fallen away on =_ ; _ his | | | 
ailing away from God, might athered to- TR. 
Kether jnts one, - 80 Eph.1.to, | 


Yea, 


—_ + > 


The New Command renewed : 


Yea, all the diſpenſations and diſpenſators # 
which God hath lefr in the world are to diſap- 
pear and he no more, when once the Saints 
"Fig ms £me in, or(more emphatically into the unity of 

p the faich. 


OS AT 
CLINE 


- 
— 
— = HOOP OE EET 


Eph, That is as I wich ſubmiſſion conceive ) when | 
P'-4-13- the FJewes and Gentiles, the fulneſle of them | 
"ni {hal be called in(and come to the knowledge) ! 
or rather che acknowledgement of rhe Sonne of | ; 
5 Ged, untoaper*.& man; * or the man at agy, . / 
"and rhe meafme of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 
h. Chriſt; Chriſt (1 mean myſtical) is nor yer a 
on. per feft man at aze,is nor yer in fulneſſe;nor wil 
oF Je Devil all h1s Memhers both Jewes and Gentiles 
wa © are brought forch, Now when theſe ſhall be © , 
| — brought into the unity of faith, which 1s the ac- * , 
knowledgmenr of the Son of God, &c, thenis | , 
Gods deſ1gn of oneneſſe accomplithr, le 
Now to the effecting hereof, God hath pre- | 7, 
EzeKk.11. jmifcd ro beſtow on his people one heart, Ezek, 1p, 
Se 11. 19. which is not only in relation to their | | pp 
being new born, and ſo being one with God; |» yp 
but as the Jews went with one heart ro eraſe} 1, 
lem,that they mighr build the Temple,ſoin re! | © 
lation to this defign of the unity of Faith, God| 
will knit together the hearts of his people,that|+ je 
they ſhall flie rogeather like Doves ro the win-F | - 
* dows: yea, ere they are aware( 1 believe )theyþ © yp 
ſtill find cheir ſouls made like the Chariots 111 
Cant. 5.12, Amminadab, or a willing people. In a word,theÞ je, 


1 Cor.1 
18, 
THe wit 


- 
—— 


Uayr90,? 


trp 8& conſummation of all the happineſſe, whictF  ; | 
Chciſt prays for his, is [ John 17. 21. ] that thelÞ?' or, 
all way be one, as thou Father art in me & [it 
thee,thar they alſo may he ont in us. Indeed the 
glory of all our hereafter glory will be. an on: | 
peſſe of communion with the Father, Son, Sp 15, 


if 


Or, Love one another, 


and all in one. 


of all, who is above all, and threugh all, and in 
you all, 

Now tharwe may walk together in one way, 

* jt is requiſite that we be of one hearr, and that 

which conduceth moſt hereunto,is,that we be 

© of one mind: for che more unity there is in judge- 

” rent,the more there's like to be in affeFj#n (be 

cauſe likeneſſe producerh liking) and the more 

» oneneſſe there is in affeion,the more there will 

bein pratiſe and converſation; the more union 


' |» there is, the more communion there will be,and 
© the hetter; the leſſe union there is in judgement 


— and afteion, the lefle and worſe will our 
Communion be. 
And ſeeing we can hardly live together un- 


| leſle we loue rogerher, or as the Prophet faith 
| (Amos 3-3.) CU—_ walk together 


- unleſſe we be agreed, 1 ſhall Cas God inables me _) 
. lay down ſome principles,which if read( as writ- 

ten, ) wichour prejudice and partiality,will not 
4 little provoke and couduce tor union and a- 


'grcement, 
The firſt principle. 


| 1; That we may meet ts agree together, let 
1:3 agree to meet together, and that's _ 4 
ai 


rit; and one another in God, who is one in all 


Burt ſeeing rhar as yer there ſeemes to be a 
© breach not only between the Jewes & Gentiles 3 
= but berween them who have arrained to the 
knowledge and acknowledgement of the Son of 
"* God 1 ſhal endeavour to bring the Sainrs to 
' | keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, ; 
' 3 for there is bur one body, one ſpirit, one hope,one SC- 

\ » © Lord, one faith, one Baptiſm, one God & Father 
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FMeeri . 
; Meetings ſaith the Prophet, how can two walk together, 
e unleſſe they * meect and come regerher? 1 


| 
. ] 
Tg would read char, which we rcad,unleſſe they * 
4, agree rogerher: meetings are the Poarch or entry 8 | 
Bced, jnto agreements : And me thinks Chriſtians 8 | 
ſhould not he much intreated ro treat rogether; FF | 
ſurely *tis to be feared,char they are loch to a- F 2 
gree,who are loth ro mcer about an agreement | * | 
Objeft. Ob. But what makes th? Stints ſo backwud © ! 
hindrance to meet a20ut an ogrevment £ 
of mee- 
ring. Anſ. Theſe three rhings, | 
Anlw. 
1: Self-Conceir. a i 
2. Pride of heart. | 
3.Satans polic e. 8 | 

x. Self. 1. A ſelf-conceit that each of them is in the © 
conceit. Tight; every man hath a g1od opinion of his own | * 
opinion. Every man puts it off from himſelf, 5 * 
and inſtead of ſaying as did the Diſciples, | * 
Mat.26. (when Chriſt told them, one of you ſhall be- | / 


26, tray me.) Maſter is it 1? molt are ready to (ay, | 
Having Maſter ' tis not I, Moſt men inſtead of cou: | f 
exhorced feſjing their blindneſe, aske like the ſcornfull | * 
to love Pharjſec, are we blinde 2 ſo loth are men to (u- Þ © 
Rom. 12. ſpe there own defetts. It was juſtſoin the Þ * 


z0. he time of the divition hetween the Roman aud | j 

adds v.15, Grecian Churches ,cach juſtified rhemiſclves,and 

Be not wiſe neither would acknowledge themſeclves,to be © © 

in your own jn the error. But Chritjans hear a little; if you Þ h 

conccits, rhink your ſelves in the right, I hope you rchink 4 
ſo on good grounds, and not that you arein Þ 0 


the right meerly by thinking ſo : now if you 
grounds be good uponwlich your conecits = 
built 


Or, Love one another, 


built, you need not be afraid, nay you may be 
incouraged to produce them with bolduefle, 
"Tis to be ſuſpeed that they who reſuſe to bring 
forth their firong arguments, have no ſtrong ar- 
guments ts bring forth. Chriſt cells us, Job. 3.21. 


® that he that doth truth (7 ke that bolds truth) 
' cometh to the lighr, rhiac his deeds may be 
"* made maniſeſt,char they are wrought in God. 


If mens arguments he pare and good ghey wil 


; |» not he rhe werſe,hur the more confirmed by 


being weight'd, 1t they be found cicher baſe mee 
tal, or connterfeie,che diſcovery will ingage 
them to part wich them, and ro take their pare 
no longer, leſt chey deceive cheir ſoul ; in ſhort, 
if they be good, they may do guod, they may 
help orhers to fee the light; if bad, *cwill be a 


© mercy they were produced; for you are loſers 


Y 


dnt. Aft M2 


| while you follow darkneſle and lying vanities, 
| 2. Theſecond hindrance co a meeting about ,, x 4 , 
agreement is Pride of heart z Men are loth to be gg; 


ut 


Joh 3 5.14 


ide of 


the firſt movers,leſt rhey ſhould be thought ti- eart. 


© merous and willing ro yeeld,but beloved Chri- 
” fians, Chriſt Jeſus did not fo; God and we had 


never mer nor had been reconciled rogether, 


"| | had nor God come to us firſt. Thoogh God 


were offended 5y us,and had thence juſt reaſon 
to be for ever offended with us, ver he ſounds a 


* truce, and makes the firſt render of agreement 3 


ſha!l we not walk as we have him for an example? 
Tis very obſervable,thart while any one par- 


; ryis low, ir pleads for moderation and recon- 
© cilfarion ; bur when jr harh got rhe ſtaffe in irs 
| hand, ir ſcarce mends, much lefle praftiſes ei- 


ther. Ah Chriſtians, the very Heathens will 


* ſhams us; for Arijtifpus an Hearhen, though 
elder then Ailchiner, wie began the ſtrife, on 


» 


I2 The new Command renewed : 


firſt for peace: ſhall we not be friends, ſaid he 
to Aſchines? Chriſtians, I beſecch you goe to 
one another, and lay as Ariſtippus, ſhall we 
nor be friends ? And oh thar every one would 


anſwer as did A#ſchines, yes, with all mine Þ 


heart. ; 

3. Satans 3- chird hindrance to a meeting about an 
licy. 

yo" Pauls words when he writes to the Theſſaloni- 

ans, 1 Theſ. 2. 18. we had come unto you onee 


F 
agreement is Satans policy ; we may rake up | * 


, 
n 

; 

I 


and again, but Satan hindred us. Chriſtian, ©. 


why do ye nor come one to another ? why are 
ye nor in your journey, tis to be feared Satan 
ſtands in your way and ftays you. 


2 Princi- The ſecond Principle: 
ple,righr 
under. 2. Bring met, labour for a right underſtanding, © 


ſtanding. of each orhers mind ; there is noching makes 
men ſtand ar ſuch a far diſtance as a miſ-under- © 


ſtanding : *tis with men now as with che men 
- at Babel, the languages are confounded, and 
Three they underſtand not one another, 


things beg Ar your meetings, ſeek, God about theſ? three | 


of God. things for a right underſtanding. 
1 Thede- x That God would be pleaſed by his own 
livery of Spirit to declare and make cleare his truch unto 
truth co you 3 that he would make known to you, and 
you, make you to know what is his good, perfect and 
acceptable will, that ſo you may walk before 
him in all well-pleafing. | 
2 The de- 2. Intreat God, that he would deliver you to 
livery of the truth, as well as deliver the truth to you; 
you to notonly that he would open his truth co your 
truth. hearts, bur alſo open your heares to his truth 
that ſo you may cloſe with eyery truch,embra- 
cing 


JI oe" ry 


_— 


{ 
$2 if 
; £ 
x 
,, 

{ 4 

i = 


bs 
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r, Love one another. 


cing and welcoming ir as your iop, though 
ir ſhould open you to never ſo many c- 
roaches in che world. 


| Intrear God to remoue all obſtacles, and to 3 REMO- | 
FP. . char out of che way which ſtands in the val — wh 
way, and keeps you from underſtanding and Ac 


2 owaing truth, 


hs 


” come to nought. 


Sach as theſe. 


1. Self intereſt in holding any opinion 3 no- 1 Self- 
thing more hinders men from going to, Or incereſt, 
- going from an opinion then the intereſt they 
| have by holding it ; men do not care ſo much for 
* the opinions they -hold, as for what they hold by 
| their opinions. Many a man thinks ( [ am con- 
? fident ) what Demetrius aid | Aﬀs 19-2, 7. ] 
= Thiscratt by which we have all our weal:hs 


like to be ſet at nought, and then we are like © 


Hence they begin to flie in the face of truth, 


: and oppoſe it with outragious rage, ſo dearly 


iweer, and )weet'y dear is their darling gainz 


* They fee they cannor have the Honey, unleſſe 


they burn the Bees, and therefore fire them 


} forthwith ; they cannot poſſeſle the Vineyard 
\. unleſſe Naboth be pur to death, and therefore 


he muſt be diſpatch'r. When once the cofpy- 
hild of gain and honour is touch'r,-men begia 
' to look about them, and will never call godli- 
| neſſe gain, becauſe gain is their godlineſſe. 
; Beſcech God therefore that you may be une 
* ſelfed, and way lay down all your incereſt of 
: gain and honour. 
Let the truth of God be ten times dearer 
* then tenths, or any income of gain and m—_ 
whic 


13 


The 
wrath 
of man 


[he new Command reneved : 


which cometh in by any opinion 3 for (as ſome 
ſay) where gold grows, no Plant will proper; 
ſo certainly no truth will be dear, nor have 
heart-room, where the love of money or ho- 
nour hath raken place, 

2. Intreat God to keepe you from paſſionate 
diſcourſes and diſputations; or from paſſion in 
diſcourſes and diſputations: For 

r. So much paſſion as there is, ſo muchthere 
is ro no puſpoſe 3 yea to an z/{ purpoſe. 

2. Paſſion uſually ariſeth more from and fob 


workerh ſelf then Chrift, 


nor rhe 


43. Palilion hinders the efficacy of the argy- 


righteouſ- ment 3 for the tinglmg of patſion hinders the 


ncſle of 
God. 


3 Prejui- 
dice, 


found of rruth. 
4. Paſlion wnfits a man for diſcourſe, and 
confourds both memory and underſtanding ; 


that as Ariſtotle hath obſerved 6: & male %ly © 
To d an9e5 x-:iy6» 6 Sura, they that are in 7 | 


paſſion cannot diſcern nor judge of truth. 


s. Chriſt loſeth more by th- patlion then he b, 


gains by the diſputation zfor while you ſeek to 


honour him, he finds himſclf to be diſbs. 


nowed, oF 
Avery 2:ſ/vroy baſes Fujpurpiue, % pd + 
#1T ita vey Tor Adſorg, ooturig®- * 
When two diſputes and th'one begins to rage, © 
The other not reterting is more ſage. 


3. Intreat God to remove prejudices, for that JN 


doth very much prejudice the entertainment of Þ 
truth. Ahab had ſuch a prejudice againſt M+- 
chaiab, that he would not call him Prophet, 


» King, 22, bur r King. 22. 8. Michaiah the ſon of In 
an. 


There's one man, Michaiah the ſon of Ins 


lah, but I hate him, for he never ſpeaks good con 
cerning me, bat evil; but as Jeboſbaphat ſaid 
J 


*men loſe themſelves and the queſtion too: 
therefore ſpeak plainly and nor in parables.* 4c. 


conſtrain you ro uſe rwenty, and ſomerimes 
twenty tims more ro explain what you meant 


© 4. Be as willing to hear as to ſpeak; a man 


LA, 


The New Command renewed : I5 
Ahab, Ler not the King ſay ſo; even {fo would I 

fay ro you, Chriſtians; ler not Chriſtians ſay 

of one anorher, this is a 71gid man, 1 will noc 

hear him, or this is a SeHary, I will nor hear 

him. beg of G:d that prejudice may nat hinder 

cloſing with truth. 


The third Frincif'e | 
3. Princi- 
3. When God is ſouglit, 2nd you begin ro ple,ſpeak 
diſcourſe, deal faithfaulty as 11 rhe preſence of plainly & 


® God z uſc not policy and ſophytry to vaile the cleatly, 


truth, Do nor ye equivecate nor mince your Fit words 
meanings, hiding it under dubrous rermes, bur are berter 
propoſe all things clearly, afﬀeet not novelry then fire, 
or nicety of language, but ſpeak in known and 
lamiliar phraſes. o 

Many times there's ſuch a do kept about HOW ge 


termes, that before the diſcourſe be ended, =. as 


have theſe 
It's no /ittle vanity to ſpeak ſuch words as will 


The fourth Principle, - wor 
644: 010). 
ould hear twice as much as he ſhould ſpeak, ns 
dit ſcems ro be intimared in his having two 
ares, but one tongue. Were there in times of 
Lſcourſe more hearers and fewer ſpeakers, 
re would probably be eaſier and ſpeedier 
lererminations 3 much ta'k binders obſervation, 
nd keeps things from being weigh'd+ A man ſhall 
cer with ſuch talkatives, as (like the 
B bear- 


much,ſay 
lictle, 


—_— 7 


16 Or, Love one another, 
beating of an unbrac'd drum) are able to beat 
ſome men out of their wic:. at leaſt their patj- 
ence : they are ſo confujedy oufie, and ſo buſh 


confuſed. 


The fifth Principle. 


s. Weigh n% 1h» itezks nos bow it is ſpoke 
but what is ſpriitn s You Gr ndld nor overvalue, } 
nor nncdervaluy 4 ur, becarde ye like or cil-| 
like the party vs jus +4.4rter of tpeading Some. | 
time (according tothe Provers) we davdle the} 
child for love of che Nurſe, and cake up an 
pinion for his ſake tha: brings itz * and ochers 
refuſe an opinion becauſe ſuch a one holds it, 

Bur Chriſtian,confider what you doz would * 


g.Princi ple 
weign 
what 1s 


ſpoken, 


*Maldonate 
ſaid of the 
explicarion 
of a place 
of Scrip- 


, refuſe a Cordzall thongh from an enemy ? It was 3 
ture, that ir 


better ſaid, Amicus plato, and Amicus Ariſts 
was moſt 2. teles, ſed magis amica veritas. And the Apoſile; 
grecable to rejoyced that Chriſt was preached,thcugh 
antiquity, they that preach him did it out of envy & to 
bur becauſe 144 to his bonds, go from any man to go to trath 
Calvin had yt go from no truth to go to any man. As Chriſt 
ſo nterpre- ſaid, the pollution is not from withour, neithe 
red ir, he indeed ( in this ſenſe ) the parity: Whar is the 
would word the berrer for being in Pauls mouth, 
chuſea the worſe for being in Apollos 2 What is the 
new one. Heavenly treaſure the worke for being brought 
Phil.4.5 jin an earthen weſſell? or the betrer when har 
ded to us by an Angell ? is the word of wiſion 

the betrer for the Wiſdome of words ? or is truth 

he leſle beautifull becauſe naked and not at- 

rayed with Sattin words, & {ken phraſes ? what 

though a man have neither filver nor gold to 

give you, is not Chriſt worth the A 

W) 


a man rake poyſon, though from a Father, or 


The New Command renewed : I 
4: Tis ſtrange toſee how men are led into, and 
i. 1cd out of opinions meerly” by an opinion of 
6) WY fie man. The Philoſopher Cchough he were the 

ſame man and of the ſame mind) in his ſqual- 

l:4 rags. could not finde admitlion, when vetter 

robes procur'd both an open doore, and reve- 

rence. Byidnefe and readinefle of fpezch with 
2 the mot Crhough nor with che molt jud icons) on 
A WJ ©:415 away the Bell,To go from Ariſtot/e,chough pe 8 Ul x 
aman go ro reaſon, tis, or had wint to be , no M 
'mall diſgrace in the ſchooles. 


le- 
the If Her:d ſpeak,then it is the voyce of God 
| 0. 882nd nor of man; bur if Paul ſpeake, then *ris 
65 Wwiac will this babler fav © Some cannor heare 


unleſe a Door preach; ochers will mor heare 
t a Dodor preach. Surcly Chrijtians, theſe 
things ought nor to be ſo; truth ſhould be wel- 
ome ro us though the Dev?/l the father of lies 


Was 

ite- W@r0ughr ic ro us 3 and nothing but truth, though 

iles 8Þn 4nge! from Heaven be the meſlcnger, 

uph 

- The ſixth Principle. 6 Princi- 

wth; ple, cuſt- 
6. Let not cuſtome bear ſway for or againſt an ome. Chriſt 

the WF'inion. Ler nor Anriquity or.) Novelty make call'd him- 

the ov ceipet or dilreſpet a truth; father truth ſelf rrach, 

1, cr br tuths ſake whether ofd ar new. Though all not cuſtom 

; the Wurh be old*,yer our ſight of truth may be *Old truths 


;why then ſhould new light be a trouble to may come 
me,or tradition a burthen co others * why newly to 


Clone Would Divine or Orthodox,or Orthodox Divine light, God 
ruth {Wow out of date £ orwhy ſhould not a Goſpeil- is nor tied 
t ar- Wrexcher be in ſeaſon ? Some like words and to time, for 
what Watices becauſe of cuſtome 3 others have no the gifr of 


her reaſon for their diſlike. Never walk by Illumina- 


2 Þat hath been done, 0r what is done, unleſſe it be tion, Dr, 
Ti B 2 what Hall. 


15 


Mar.19.8, 


* Age. 
* Touth, 


7. Princi- per Media or arguments ro prove your rene: 


Or, Leve one another. 
what ought to be done. Reduce things to their 
primitive inſticution ; and then ſee what God 
ſaich of chem.as our Saviour told the Phariſes, 
Matth. 19. 8. Though Moſes for the hardneſſe 
of your hearts ſuffered you to put away your 
Wives, yet from the beginning it was nor (6. 


Men do now a days by opinions, as many do B 
by their cleathsz ſome will keep to their great ® 
grandfathers habir and faſhion : others a; 3 
changeable as the Moon, think they are never ©? 
in faſhion, unlcſs they be ever changing faſhi- 7 


Ons. 


Some cannot like a truth, becauſe 'tis 


not of ancient ſtanding ; others like it becauſ: ! 


it is of yeſterday. Some cay reverence none but 


gray-hair'd opinions , others Jike none but 
youthful and ſmoothfac'd ones. Tis truethe Z 

multitude of years teacheth wiſdome, and b X 
may the * few of days 3 *cis truth, and nothing 3 


bur the truth, and all the truth, which ſhould 


| 
| 


” 


haue our eſteem, whether it be old or young; 2? 


whether the firſt born of time, or the laſt, 


The ſeventh Principle. 


7. Inall diſcourſes and diſputations,uſe prs 


4 


* 
%*.: ri 


2 [! 
&N 

= 
Et 


o 
[ 


ple, proper by z bring not Scriptures ro your reaſon , buÞ2 ic 


3 Cor.2 13 


reaſon, and Scripture by Scripture. Moral ar 
guments are not fit and proper to prove natun 


Principles by , nor in many things ration! 


Arguments to prove or diſprove Scripture by. 
Prove ſpiritual rhings by ſpiritual Argument; 
as the Apoſtle hints to us, 1 Cor. 2. 13. whic' 
things alſo we ſpeak, nct in the words whic| 
mans wiſdom teacheth, bur which the hol! 


? 


Arguments your reaſon to Scripture , or judge reaſon byÞYy © 


= r: 


[ tl 


Or, Love one another. 
Ghoſt reacherh , comparing /piritual things 
with ſpirituall, or judging fpiricualls wit! 
ſp'ricualls, The Apoſtic did not borrow words 
cr Arguments from withour,bur firted ſpiriru- 
al Arguments to prove ſpiritua! things. Never 
draw Eccleſraſtical concluſions ſrem Political pre- 
miſſes, 
The eighth Principle. 


8. Diſcourſe n2t to cavil but ts convince, or to g Principle 
be convinced. Many diſcourle and diſpute more (4yil nor, 


for fa&ion then ſatisfaFtien, and hence come fo 
many fraions. 
Many, yea tg9 many, diſcourſe and difpute to 


2 ſhew forch themſelves more then truth 3 raking 


more care to ſhew what may be ſaid,then whar 

{toauld be ſaid : ever carping and making 05je- 

&10ns, when there needs none to be made, 
The ninth Ptinciple. 


0. When truth is ſpoken yeild to it; men think 


® ira ſhame ro ſuhmir and ſurrender themſelves 
after they have ſo {eng and fo ſtout y food in 1r 14h, 
_ the defence of their opinion : and therefore 


mough they be convinced that their tent is at 


2 icaſt ſuſpicious, like ſo many ſophiſters in the 
W <chools, they ftucic ro evade by eiftin&ions, 
7 rather then give glory to God in contelling 


L 5 their im. 


Bur Chriſt;ans, *tis no {mall conqueſt and vi- 


q Qorie that you obrain,when your ſelf, error & 


darkneſs is overcome and captivated by truth. 
Tis an honour to be overcome by truth; but to0- 
wercome the truth is ſhame. Plutarch makes it a 
great diſcoverie of profi ciencic in verrae, when 

a man 


 . 


9 Principle 
eild: to 


20 The New Command renewed : 
man doth not take it ill that he is confuted. 


| The tenth Principle. 


10. When, and as far as you are convinced, 
praiſe. Go togerher as far as you can 3 what 
need you part trill needs muſt* you can agree 
to preach, here and pray rogerher, though in 
other rhings you differ,7 have ſeen ſuch ſweet ſuc- 
ceſſe upon th: Prayers of Chriſtians met toge- 8 
ther, «ho have di red in ſeveral opinims,” that © 
I ca:avt bur belcech Chriſtians, thar they # 
wouid nor forſake rhe aſſembling of them- 
ſelves roperher as rhe manner of ſome is. 
Heb.jo. Let us i2erefor- Brethren, as many as he per- 
25. fe, be rims minded; and whc.reto we have al- 
Phi.3.15. ready attained, let us walk by the ſame rule 
E if in any thing ye be ocherwiſe minded, God 
ſhall reveal even this unto you, 


to Princi- 
ple, 
practile 
rogerher. 


EH 2 


L 


AE, TET*” 
©.4 A 204 ac C © 4 


_ of 4 Ss it 


PART. II. 


In the mean time let us like Chriſtians obſer 
theie enſuing Principles. They are as (alve ani 
you may gueſje at the natwe of our wounds); 
them; I ſhall lexve the applicaticn of them 
the bleſing of God. 


More 
n01iting 
Princt- 
ples. 


7. Princi- Þ Et us bear with one anther, and forteo 
ple, for- "ne an'ther in love ; We are commandet 
bear- to hear one anothers burdens, Gal. 5.2, That\ 
ance, we may fulll the Law of Chriſt; and we ſhal! 
und btedly be commended ; for 'tis according 

to che good will of Chri®,zf we beare one - 

x rhers 


Or, Love one another. 

thers burdens, I am confident 'tis a burden to 
many a ſoul that they are nor in all things like 
minded unro their brethren z Tea, "tis not with- 
out ſome fear and trembling that in any thing 
they diſagree from ſo many worthy and gracious 
men that are otherwiſe minded. Oh help to bear, 
or at leaſt bear with the burden, 

You cannot keep the anity of the ſpirit in the 
bond ot peace, -unlefle you forbear one another 
in love , as appears moſtplainly by their con- 
nettion, Eph. 4. 2,3. forbearing one another in 
love,endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſpi- 
tit in the bond of peace: this endeavour for 
uniry and peace Will be loſt, unleſſe God who 
bears with us, reach us alſo to bear one with 
another: 


Take theſe reaſons for forbearance. 


1. 'Tou allpretend, yea, I hope intend the ſame Reaſons 


:4 ; you profcſle one & the tame defigne, viz. for for- 
he advancement of the Goſpel of Peace, & the hearance 
Peace of the Goſpel Should ye not therefore in \ the enes 
elation to this end, rejoyce that Chriſt is neſle of 
reach't though ſome ſhould preach him out our end, 
dl envy & on purpoſe to adde ro your bonds ; Y 
t was Pauls Joy Phil 1.15 .16 .18. 

Why my dearly Beloved , are ye Ephrann a- 
inſt Fanaſſeh, and Manaſſeb againſt Epby a- 
m, leeing borh are for Fadah * Oii that Ephra- 
m might not envy Manaſſeb, nor Maraſſch 
ex Ephraim any more. Sce thar remarkable 
Pallige in Mar. 9. v. 38. ſaith John, Maſter, we 

w one caſting out Derils in thy namic, and he 
ollowerh nor us, and we forbad him,becauſ- 

followed not us, Chriſtians, is nor this many 

mans language ? forbid him, ſilence him zout 

Wit!) 


£ 
- 


he New Command renewed: 

with him, dowa with him, Why fo ? Why, be- 
cauſe he followeth nor us,but Jeſus forbad John 
to forb;zd him; for vers. 39. Jelus ſaid, forbid 
him nor 3 and he gives two reaſons of it; Firſt, 
no man which ſhall do a miracle in my naine, 
can lightly ſpeak evil of me. Secondly, v. 40. 
tor he thatis nor againſt us, is on our part, 
Chriftians, can he be againſt you thar is for Þ 
Chriſt ; what though he follow nor you, he 
notwithſtanding carries on Chriſts end ; ble. ® 

ſed God, forbid this, that we ſhould forbid one k 
another to do thy work. | 
2, You agree in the moſt and the beſt thing | 
2.Reaſon, The Fundamentals. and efleatials of Religion 
you ag!ce ";n which you to whom [ write do agree) are of 
in the far more worth, and rherefore of far more con- 
moſt and cernment to ingzze you; then circumſtantial; 

beſt, and accidentals (the ehings in :which you di'-Þ 
agree) are to di/mngage you. A 
3. Conſider that your ſelves alſo are men ſub- 
3.Reaſon, ject ro the like intirmities with your Brethren, 
conſider and {ubje to the like patlions,and have al 
your your failings? aberrations;in many things we 
ſelves. offend a!l 3 who is thicre that finneth nor ; col 
Lord! if thou ſhould'ſt be fo ſoon angry with 
us as we are one with another, who could 
Gal.6.1, fiand? I befceech you to read this Scriprure 
with all lowlineſs and meeknet; of mind, 6G: 
6. 1. Brethren, if a man (or as the margin read: 
it, alth:uzb a man_) be overtaken ina fauled, yt 
who are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
ſpirit of meekneſſe ; why ſo? confidering tl 
ſelf, left thou alfo he rempred. If thou be temjt- 
ed, that which thou findeſt fault with, may bet! 

fault. 


Or, Love one another, 
The ſecond Princip/e. 


2, Until ye are agreed, have charitadle 
thoughts, not hard and harjh cenſaves of each 0- 
thers walking. Judge itracher to he conſcience 
then /fubbornneſſe, which ingageth mien to oalks 
in different courſes; You would have others 
think ſo of you 3 why will not you thin fo of 
others ? who would nor think but that to 
have every mans good will,ro keep the love of 
relations, to enjoy their liberties, men would 
comply with any thing, were there nor an awe 
upon their conſciences © whence it may arile, 
will nor queſtion. 

Love thinks no evil, viz. of others 3 as well as 


23 


2.Chariry 


towards others. Love baniſheth jealouſies and 1-COr.13 


- 7 wſpicions, and fo conſequently cenſures, 


The third Principe, 


3. Draw not away your love when God draws 
at away his love 3 dare any man deny his love 


| to;har man, where God grants his love ? If a- 
2 ny wan lovenot che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ler him 


be Anathema Maranatha. Eut is any man belo- 


which appears in him, draw thine heart more to- 


y wards him,then that of fleſh which appears, take of 
8 tine heart from him. 


| We many times take notice of that which will 
divide, mh not of that which will anite. A (mall 
errour was foon efpied in certain pictures 
of Apelles , when a thouſand excellent touches 
were not at all obſerved, One houre cf Ecliple 

caulct!; 


| vcd and a lover of Chriſt ? Oh take heed, de- 19%E** 
| ny him not your love, Let that of the ſpirit 


Py 
- + 


4. Princi- 
ple, cen- 
ſure nor 
inten - 
cr0ns- 


*M:;ſtakes 
of rhings 
cauſe 
things to 
be done 
amille, 


he New Command renewed : 

cauſeth the Sun to he more gazed on, then x 
thouſand fair days. Thoſe ſouldiers who fol. 
lowed C2] 15 triumph , pubhſhed his vices,hur 
conceal: d his vertues. Bur dear Chriſtians, let 
us rather ſay one to another, as Queen E!/74- 
beth ſaid to the Lord Burleigh, Nr down ny 
Lord , we make much of you, nor for your bag 
lg, bur for your g1'd Head. Ler us make much 
of cach other and fir down together, nor be. 
caul: rhere is 44 ;xtie in the feerz bur becauſe 
there is goodnclle* in the head and hearr, 


The fourth Principle. 


4. Cenſure no mans intention, till his praffice, 
either wards or works difcover his meaning, Ma- 
ny times by their fears, jeloaties and fafpiti- 
ons men create that in their hearts, which 
had never a place in che ſuſpe&ted parties ima- 
gination. Ja:cob was needlefly troubled and 
caulelefly afraid:of his brother Eſau, when no- 
thing gave him occaſion to ſuſpect his brother, 
hut his own guilty conſcience, which told hin 
he did deſerve it; ' lacob fears that he came to 
execute revenge, when he comes to welcor? 
home his brother, and entertain him honour- 
ably. 

Jelouſie is as quick as Martial Law 3 it 
raignes, condemns, and executes all in a mv 
mene. 

* Nothing doth more hurt and wrong) 
friends then jealoufies. Some cry out of ſome, 
theſe men intend nothing but Anarchy 8 con- 
fafion ; ſo thar ſhorcly there will be no difer- 
ence of (nor reſpett ro Yperſons.Others cry out 
others, theſe mcn intend nothing but Lordſh? 

j an 


Ng w 
ſome, 

Con- 
difer- 
ut of 


a! 


1id(br 
nd 


Or, Love owe another. 
and tyranny, to encroach all power into their 


own hands,and fo to be Maſters over our faith, 


and to lord it over the Lords inheritance. Bur 
Why are ye become evil judges of thoughts? 
are you-the ſearchers of hearts ? you would 
judge more righteous judgement in this to 
judge according to appearance. 


The fifth Principle. 


$s: Do nothing whereby to incence and exaſpe- 
rate another. Provoke one another ro love as 


much as you can , but to wrath as lictle as you cenſe nor. 


may: nay, not atall. *Tis becoming Chriſt; - 
ans to uſe ſoft words; and they turn away 
wrath z but many words ſtir up ſtrife. Bitter 
words are like ſharp fwrrds they pierce to the 


very ſoule. But let others paſſion provoke your com- PrOv.13.1 
paſſion, *T was {weetly ſaid of Calvin concern- 


ing Luther, Though he call me Devil, I will call 
him Saint, Oh that Chriſtians would learn 
that leſſon of Chriſt, When you are reviled, re- 
viienct again / 

A'as / do not men ſpeak bitterly againſt bit- 
ter ſpraxing 5 and write bitterly againſt bircer 
writings, becoming 7:excuſable thereby ? for 
wherein they judge orers they condemn 
themſelves, beimg doers of rhe he chings. 
h that Chriſtians would overcome ev.l with 
pood,ra lion with meekneſſe, birrernefſe with 
w ernef{!c ; for a ſoft rongue breaks the bone, 
Prov. 25. 15, Oh how did Abigails affef9n 
onquer Davids taſſion, though heated ſeven- 
old! and how did Dartids kindneſſe to Saul, 
ake Saul confeſle his unkindneſe to David! 
owever others carry themſelves toward us un- 

becoming 


$. Princi- 
Ple, In- 


Rom.2.1; 


iPer.3.8, 


The New Command renewed ; 
becoming Chriſtians, eur carriage toward then 
fhould be ro other then is becoming Chriſtian, 

A Publican will 19ve where he finds low, 
and falute when he is falured ;hut you Cab yy 
Chriſtians! Jare ro exceed and excell in love; 
to love when you are not loved, (though th 
more you love, fhe leſſe ye be beloved ) ro ſpeak 


faire when you are i!l-ſpoken of, nor ro ren-f 


2 Pet. 2.1, f1 


E.Princi- 
plc. 


the Arch angel dilpuring with the Devil abouÞ 


” 
f 
| 


the body of M:ſes, durſt not bring Chearke »Þ 


Chritians he durſt nor bring a railing accul-W 


rion, bur laid The Loyd rebuke thee. Ler us dofÞ 


for the future, as Johns diſcipſes did by har 


Malter, when Herod flew Iim, Mat. 14. 1: 
they rook up the body and buried it, and 


went and rold Jeſus. L-r us bury in oblivion 
all railings and injuries, 9ne'y £9 and tel. leſw, 
and | iy, Lord rehbule them, 


The #xth Princip/e. 


6. Gn mit about ro make ons another od; 15!) 
T:p-r(-nimpg thing* wrrie then they are. Nai 
times tie pitture cf che Lion is more dreadful 
then the Lion himfelf, Gzod Lord! in what 
black, ngly a:d d: formed ſhapes do men ic 
fort one another, aszf rhey were monſlc:: 
and no men? * 


Ah 
Pur tgue referre, 


. Or, Love one another, 297 
"om Hec dicj potuiſſe, (5 nin potuiſſe refelli, 

ans, Ab — 

we, BY 7 bluſh to tell it, 

1a Tout / can ſpeck it, 

ve; But cannot Tefe!l its 

the . 
ea Twtullus never firained his Oratory againſt 

ren-(S Paul, nor Tobias & Sanbaliat theirs againit Ne- 
eB bemiab, more then Chrittians ( 7f at leaſt they be 

ed. BR «5 they are called ) do firain theirs to bring one 

AI anocher under dilreſpect and odzum. 


Tp) - 

> . . 

hl The ſeventh Princip/e. 

JOnt ' Ry T 
ke v8 7. Draw not conc{ufions from other mens Prin- / 1210T3+ 


ſafe ciples and then jay they are their opinions, We may Plc. 


s do make the ſame confplaint as Davidgthey wrelt, 
herfrorture and wiack my words. 4/as / men fer PlaL 55.9, 
. 12.(Revery cling on the renter hacks, firetch and 
andFotwilt every Principle lixe a noſe of wax. 
vio Als / What pity "tis ro ice men invert and 
ſeu, $&prevere one anorhers words and at length ro 
Edraw ſuch conclufions as would make one 
Erhink they mean what they never mcant ? 
'Twere a god thing to interpret condidly, and when 
t thing will beare a double conjtru&ion, to take it 
u« 17" tHe beſt ſenſe. Bur we ſee by ſad experience 
Vas; that S-phiſtry makes more Syllrgi/mmes hen 1 5+ 
1d ful Mc1ck dont; 
« ha: So ſome miſtook and miſreported Paul, Rem+ 
-n (83: 8. as if he had 1aid, that we might doevil jo 
aſter: e5od might come thereof. "So the lews depoſe that 
Cirilt faid he would deſtroy the Temple at leru- Matr.25.E1 
jalem in three days and raile it again, when he 
pake of his Body, as appears John 2,21. what Joh. 2.25. 
words thus wreſted and preverred may nor - 
F; Cat* 


The n«+w Command renewed : 
called hereſi:: and ( as they ſaid of Chriſts words) 
Blaſphemy ? when if raken as mean*,” andin 
their proper ſenſe, may be found very ſound and 
conſonant to truth, Take heed therefore of gli- 
firg or commenting upen auothers Text, 


The eighth Principle. 


?, Grant to others what you would have other: 
grant to you. We are uſually betrer at recerviny 
then ar giving z we care nor how much were- 
ccive,nor how little we give,though ir be mor: 
honorable to give then to receive; When ou 
ſelves are inferiours and others ſuperiours, we £ 
beg (as did r:1c ſervant, Matt. 18.25 )Have pi 
tience a littie, hare a lit!'e patience ; bur what 
our ſelves are ſuycriours,and others inferiours, 
we have no patience at all. 

Jeſus Chriſt, ſums up the law and the Pro-Wj; 
phers in this Principles} Matt.7 12. Therefore 
all things, whatſcever ye would that men 
thould do to you, do ye even {> to them. This i 
1s all that the Law, viz. love thy nzighbour as thy 
felf, doth require,and the doing of it is the ful 
filling of the law. *Tis indeed a go!den rule,1 
Yozall Law, the ftandard of equity, according t0 
which we muſt converſe with all men. 

Ak Chriſtians | did we make other mens &- 
ſes our own, we ſhould fay the caſe is altered, 

fob, 16 s Iob pleads thus with his friends, I could all 
*1** ſpeakas you, if your ſoul were in my ſouls ſteal, 
I could heap up words againſt you, and ſhake 
my hcad at you 3 But I would firengrhien you 
with my mouth, and che moving of my lips 
ſhould aſlwage your grief. 
- Many a great Commander have vpon this ve 
ſf 


£4 15 4 oo 
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Or, Love one another, 


| ry conſideration ſhewn chemſelves exceeding 


merciful and kind ro their captiie , conſidering 
it might be their own caſe, and then they would 
be glad of mercy. And indeed viory to gene- 
rous minds is only an inducement to Moderation 

See how Adenibezeks conſcience thes in his 
face for his cruelty, when he himſelf was fer- 
ved by others as he had ſerved others, dg. 1. 
5. And Adenibezek, laid, Threeſcore and ten 
Kings, having their thombs and rheir great toes 
cat off, gather d their meat under my table 3 as 
I have dan? jo God hath requited me. 


The ninth Principle. 


9 Do nothing in prejudice or partiality 3 the g.Princi- 
gone will wake you an enemy to good, the ple, no 
orher will make you a fricnd ro evill. Pre. prejndice 
*|$Judice will rake in nothing, partiality will nor parti- 
Frake in any thing. ality. 
| Alas\ ſuch is our miſery that men part Re- 10.Princi- 
igion, and love by parties, Men love not (as Pc. 


ad loves ) without refpe& of perſons 3burt men 
ove ſuch, hecauſe they rake part with chem 
nd their deſignes z and have prejudice againſt 
dchers, becauſe they are not cheir followers. 

Till we /ove one another according as Chriſt 
jth given us Command and example, as he 
ath loved ns, thar is,es his, we cannot expet 


L lweet a concord, as then we may. 


The tenth Principle. 


q 19. Aſcend or deſcend, go higher or lower, do 
ny thing (Sinne excepted )thar you may agree. 
come all things to all men , ifac laſt by any 
meanes 
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z Cor. 10, meanes you may winne ſome. No ſuch way to 


24. 


win one anothers love, as by denying our 
ſclves to ſeek one anothers wealth. 
Nature isſo in love with unity, that Parti. 
cular beings will forſake their own intereſts, 
their elements and centres which are their ref 
and happineſle, rather then there ſhould bex 
breach or vacuity in nature 3 and 'ris bur reaſon 
that particulars ſhould ſerve the univerſall,] jv 
they who ſo loſe, ſhall ſave | ſecing thar unlcile þ 
the veſſel] be preſerved their Cabins cannot. 
A asCbriſtians | how will ye thns ſeek every 
man His own, and nor the things of Jeſus 
Chriſt 2 Oh how glad aml ! my joy is now 
fulfilled ſaith John, at Chriſts increaſe, rhough 
his increale be my decreaſe 3 and Paul wonid 
rather ſtarve himſcife and never cate fich 
while he lived, then do any thing which 
ſhould offend or ſadden his weake Brother, 
Bodies duRile and renfile Cmetalls that will 
be drawn into wires; wooll and towe, which 
will be drawn int yarne or thread J have in them 
the appitite of nor diſcontinuing fo ſtrong, 
that they will follow the force which wn? 
draws and pulls them our, rather then diſcon- 
tinue or forſake their owne bodies. 
Cratiſiclea the mother of Cleomenes ) when 
he was loth to ſerid her for a pledge into 
gypt,) faid unto him; come, come, pur me 
into a ſhip, and ſend me whether thou wilt, 
that this body of mine may do ſome good to 
my Country, before crooked age conſume my 
life wichour profit, 0 
O that their were ſuch a heart in us, butt 
lay afide our own particular relations and 
tereſts, rhar there may nor be ſo many a breach 
in 


o 


Or, Love one another. 


in the juvlik ; ler us be weak with the weak, 
as well as ſirong with the ſtrong, thac we may 


make up breaches. 


o - * 


PART. 111 


For a further kelpe to unity I ſhall lay down 
ſome other Principles to unite our judge» 
ments 3 and ſubmit them to the judgment 
of the Saints, whether they ſpeak, according 


to Ged to no. 
The firſt Principe. 
L Qing rhere is nothing to be prattiſed, 


zeleeved or, taught, which is not agree- 
able ro the mind of gcd, Let us make the word 


F of Gd our Judge. 


ihe Scipcures (as is granted by all that I 
write to.) are the rouchſtone by which all reli» 
gious Principles and Acts arc to be tryed. Ta 
the Law and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak net 
according to this rule, *ris becauie there is no 
light in them, 1/4.8.20. Let nothing paſle for 
carrant coine, Which hach nor this ſtamp up» 
01 it, 

Certainly no Chriſtian will refuſe go make 
the truth of God contained in the Scriptures 
the judge of all he holds and prac;lerh, ic be- 
ing the baſis of both, if they be laid on theif 
true foundation 5 tis the trya! which tryes all; 
and therefore bring your opinions to the lighc, 
toſce whether they be of God or no. - ._. 

If the Scriptures write jus divinum, divine 
ight upon any opinion,tis _ —— 

| a 
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I. Princi- 
ple,make | 
Scripture 

Judge. 


WG - "Ys hol 
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all other authority is not. ſufficient to cons 
mand either faith or practice. The Bereay 
| A#s 17.11. |] were cal*d more noble then thy# 
of Theſſalonica becauſe they did nor take thing 
upon cruſt,and believe implicitely,bur ſearchetÞ 
the Scriptures dayly , whether theſe thing; 
were fo, If any man or an Ange! jrom HeaunF 
bring you any other Doctrine, Ict lum be ac. 
curſed , Gal. 1.8. 3 

Certainly thele are the undoubted , perfet! : 
and infallible rules for all matters of fairh and}. 3 
practice, or God could not judge the world}. 
by them at the laſt day. ES 

Ler us do therefore as] rhe wiſe men, when 4 
they ſaw the ftarre, go up to Feruſalem, thari;, © 
ro the Law and to the tefiimony, and willing} 
ly acquieſce in the Anſwer we receive from the} 


6.3 
Pi. 
: 


Oracles of God. | | 

The ſecond Princip'e. * 

2.Princi- Fe 
ple,right 2. Labour for a right underſtanding of Scri-þy* 


under- ture; for the want of this makes all our di-Þ4. 
ſtanding ferences*s; we erre, not knowing the Scriptures. 
of Scrip- Every one indeed brings Scriprure, bur mult. 
enres. bring their owne, nor the Scrzptures owne {en( 3 r 
Three for their opinions. A 
helps to For 4 right underftanding of Scripture ukÞ5* 
under- theſe three courſes . _—_ 
ſtand Firſt, Conſult with the ſpirit of God. None ** 
Scripture, knowerh the mind of God, bur the (piritdy - 
3. The God,1 Cor. 2, 11. The Philiſtians by plovin : 
Spirit, with Sampſons heifer , came to know hisns 
Jam.1r.5s. dle. If any therefore want wiſdom, let hin 
Luke 11, ask it of God, who giveth liberally and up 
12, braiderth not; yet he giveth the ſpirir co then 

that ask .him Second) 


ove 0Ne anorner. 


- S:condly, Conſult with the Saints; for the ih 
hey $-Crcr of rhe Lord is with them that fear him, Saints, 
wm Fo 4 he will cw them his Covenantr,| Pſal.25. 
%). Be couverte wits them who ccnverſe with 
ou God. The Sainrs have cicarer apprehentions 
nl of rhe Scripture: cen orker men and can give 
_ a herrier accom of the myitery (not ſo perhaps 
3 ofthe Hijtry Jen maiiy a learned man can 
tal? do : the 1-4/on 78 apparent 3 for the godly man, 
ani though il{iterats, harh the Law in his heart, 
om and che trurh | in us | INWACG parts 3 The Bible 18 
Py Lanſerto 4 within him. But the moſt learned 
cha bd! ! man in the warld (C if not a SaiarJharh ir nor 
iti; - OY though he have it in the 
T CxXfre n 
wed | Not beloved that ] ſpeak in diſlike of learn- 
ing and ics uſe; no | do confefſe that next ro 
che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Communion with 
- God in hm, there is ng por! icn( whether riches, 
© honours or pleaſures )'tke unto at, in my eſtcem, 
doth. This by the way 3 now tg our purpoſe. Proy. 24.4 
calc Ir is good therefore to conſul wich the 
hw JSaints, a conjunetion of Counſellors will do 
you Ww:ll, for in che mulcicude of chem there is like 
=" he lafery, Prov 11.14. £5 to depend on'y on 
j v'ber mens judgment, were to make as if the ſpirit 
_ ad not come to thy ſelfe ;, ſo to depend only on thy 
own ju2gment, were to make as if the ſpirit of God Three 
Now ad net come to others. orher 
NI Thirdly, Vſe fuch belys as God harh made Fl%c ® 
rnb cul ro others for their right underſtaading N15 fo 
Nis fil ff Scriprures. = the 
- his Fuch as God hath mn x bg to me and many 0- R _ 
1» ther Chriſtians, I ſþall ſet before you 3 I (peak h oy = 
\ chef] 47 70 wiſe men, judge ye what I fay: © _ 
Jer cripturs, 
C 2 The 


— — 


| 34 The new Command renewed : 
80 if The firſt Rule. 


1 1] | | 
| | The firſt 1». That the Father, Son and Spirit 3 as they 
1]! Rule, are one, ſo they agree in one, 7cb.5.7,8. thy | 

* have but one defigne. The Fainer, Son and! 2 
1 /| | Spirit are not like the gods of the heatha| 2 , 
1 which indeed are not god; ) alwayes quarrel. | | , 
| Ci ing one with another, claſhing againſi, and}. 
| | contradieting one anorher, thuugh they wil. * | 
| many thing, their will is but one 
W114 Therefore if you find in Scriprure, that tl { 
f11 Sonnes defigne in Redemprion, {cens to hed 7 
| | larger exrenc then the Fathers in Eledtion, and}? , 

| 

| 


the Spirits in Sandtification, reconcile it hr 
this rule, for their 1s bur one and the ſame g'e6! "f 
of the Fathers EleZion, the Sons Redemptin,, * | 
and the Spirirs SanFification to erernall life, lo 


at! The ſecond Rule. b 
41: TY. 
017} 2, Every particular is to be interpreted byth| » 
| Second ſcope of the whole, and that will free Scriptue| 73 
J |} Rule, fromall ſeeming contradiions. BY 
: '' Paul ſaith, Rom-3. 28. a man is iuſtified bf |; 
wat *Xegis. Faith, without (* or apart-from) the deeds df 
; if the law : but /am. 2.24. Yeſee then how chuf bi 
111: by workes a manis juſtificd, and not by faith 1, 
q | | Moy. only,* or alone. Li 
111) | Now hear ſeems to be a contradiion ; bu - 
| | | the ſcope of the Scriptures will unty this knoÞ * 
| (as I underſtand) thus. By Faith alone we attÞ : 
Ii juſtified, but the Faith by which we are juſl-Þþ | | 
= fied is not alone; Tis not (as I conceive) i , 
| | il 8 worke Faith, nor the works of faith, but a we 
T6 ing Faith whereby we are juſtified. 


| | | b5 2 


By faith the perſon is juſtified, and by works 

7 the faith is juftified ; and thus beloved (I hope) 
you {ee clearly , that there is not concordia di- 

| cors, 4 diſagreeing agreement , but concordia 

3 cgncors, an agreeing diſagieemene between 


& | 1 the (cope, favours of an Heretical diſpoſition, 
2 AndLuther hath a ſweer ſaying ro this purpoſe, 
w.'  Grammaticam decer Theologie cedere, quium ſub- 

> jedta ſunt verba rebuz, non res verbjs : vox meritg 
Wet ſenſum ſequatur CF litera ſpiritum. The tenſe is 
ea ſhore in this, Words muſt give place ro the 
and'** matter and ſenſe : Hjs reaſon is this, becaule 
bw > rhe marrer is not for the words,but the words 
"0 *for the matter. And again Divinely, Iſte mo- 
0, * dus intelligend! aut interprctandi Sc: ipturas,diver- 
& | -ſaſcil. ex diverſis locks decerpere, eft fallaciſſimus 3 

|  habenda igitur eft tota Scriptura, ante oculos, (9 
contraria contrariis conferenda. That way of 
underſtanding or interpreting Scriptures,vize 
by th  +to gather divers things from divers places; 
cue} *35 moſt deceirfull ; the whole Scripture there- 
' fore is to be had before our eyes, and contra- 
d WF fies ro be compared with contraries. 

'* Friends, I hope ir will nor be an offence to 
' thu” any roquore an Author 3 for I beleeve, * 73s as 
faith 1;:{./ to conſult with the experience of dead as li- 
Ling Saints. 


kno : The third Rule. 


35 


jul} ,. - ho ; y 
' 3. Theplace j« not tru'y interpreted, nor conſe 3 Rule, 


) th Tay well infer* d, the conſequence whereof is an 
bſurdity, and ſpeaks any thing tro the diſpa- 
: ragemen! 
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4 Rule, 
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ragemen” of rhe God of grace, or the grace of 
God, as Ly'b» , (Divine Luther) Omnis Scriz. 
turz ej} pro Corito interpretenda, ex. gr. Serua © 
mandat 1, jcil 1a Chriſto, quia fine Chriſto nibil Þ 
poreſt; All Scriprure 15 ro be interpreied 
for Cirifty as, keep the JTommandements , 
vi”, m Chrittz for withour him ye can do no. | * 
thing: 

And agiin, fully excellent and excellently 
full : $1 Adverſarii wgent Sripturam cnt a 
Chriſtum, urgeamus Chiyiam contra Scripturam, 
Tf our adverſaries ure Scriptere again{tChriſt, 
ter us urge Chrift apaint; Scriprure. 

If the interpretation of any Tevt,draw ſuch 
inferences after it as chef, viz. That God is un- 
iuſts that God iz tb 25 that God cannot Vol | 
things 4 thit Chriſt ts mt 16:0 of and by bimſ:lfen 
ſave t1 the utmoſt, thi the $ :ints ſb1lf not be hep: | 
through Faith by the power of God to laluzt ion; | | 
fay, it ſuch inferences follo y rhe ttiterpreta;)- |, 
on of any Scriprure, tis nor truly in-erpretes, | 
ſor they cannit ſpeak againji the truth, but fc; 1 | 
truth 


£ 
: 
} 


Toe fourth Rate; ®k 


&. Tehe beed of difintions; though thereÞ < 
may be uſe of them, vir for the moſt part, thef 3! 
mot part of ding arts from darknets and 


ign2;ance, or from wiltincfle, Therefore } 
rake heed of then, and admir nor of an} * 


which arc not -:? 21,unted on the Scriprute. f 
Did *v© {peak more prnduglly rt all points,ant l 
more dijtin/#.y, rizere would he ſewer diftr- 
ions. ; 
It is a coa:mog thivg with many men, ti 

: can 


Or, Love one another. 7 ”"bÞ 
of | cannot or will nor C0 that there were not ſuch = 
= as willnt) underſtand the truth, to raiſe di- F 


H 1 ſlintions and evade thar way. When men nl 
+hit by know nor what to ſay,then like Sophiſters they I. 
ied © cry diſtingu' ſh, we muſt diſtinguiſh. And than |: 13] 
bu BZ Materialiter and f{crmaliter, ſtride and lat (poor mn 
©. 2 thread-bare tearms Jare roſſed up and downe wm 
* like Tennis Balls, J 
hy The fifth Rule, C 
rift = $ Parables and ſimilitudes bold not in the parti» 5 Rule, ' 
calar s; but in the whole ; not in every ſentence, but 
ſuch | | in the ſcope. , 
:un. (+: They run nor on all four, as we ſay ; they 
/,,z «are of more uſe for Illuſtration then Demonſtrg- 
if,» on, And I believe there is not a truth held 
1... +.) outia a parable, bur its held forth alſo in ſome 
: Fi ; | other place of Scripture, which will be better 1 
0 | roground on, being uſually more clear. | j 
7 | The" ſixth Rule, Y 
© "| 
'* 6, Seeing God in Scripture ſpeaks much in 6 Rule. "24 
| /alirtle, interpret Seripture in the largeſt ſenſe. The He- - | 
 *Scriprure is like to Laws of favour, which are brew Doy | 
there} $70 be extended as far as may be, We wrong ors lay | y k 
_—_ Texr of Scripture by confining, thar the | ,| 
{ ant Founding and limiting it in a narrow come Law hath "IV 
reforeſ} paſſe. : ſeventy (F , 
of 20Þþ * The Evange!iſts. look upon ſeveral Texts as faces, 7. & '» 
pruce fulfilled in cheir dayes, which were fulfilled manner | 
rs a0{þ Yong before 3 as Matth, 3.17. Then was ful- of ways I" 
aiftcþ Filled thar which was ſpoken by the Prophet to be 0- Vis 
Jeremiah, faying, &c. Now this was fulfilled pened i > 
n, thr þaLiterally in Jeremy 31. 15+ When Ephraim and ap- ' 
Can60 | (which plyed. " 


£ mh 
b] 


: which came from Rachel) was in captivity, and 
Tn the fulfilled here by aluſfonz as much as if it had 
Kew Te- been ſaid, we may now take up the words 
ſtament the Prophet; as if that place was nor ful. 
the Apo- fill'd till now. And fo you ſhall often finde fv 
files bring ſeverall Texrs upon ſeverall occations applyed fr 
the ſame. ro ſeveral! uſes z which ſhe's s rhar the ſen: 
teſtimony ſhould n'g be confined. As for inſtance, that þ%7 
todivers Text { Hav-2.4. The juft ſhall live by faith\F%h 
purpoſes, is_applyed in fcy call fentes, as appears by [ir 
comparing it with Rom.1.7.Gal. 3.11. Heb.1c, q 


* ws » ww 


38. in all which places *tis quoted. + 
X | »'a. 

The ſeventh Rule. [yur 

n 


7. No place muſt he interpreted fo | 5d: 
7 Rule, £9 make the two Commandements, ore year Je 
Neigh-ur, to prejuzice each other, As the fo 
Proverb is we muſt not rob Perer ts cloath Paul, þ 1c 
we may nor take from God, to give to our} £% 
Neighbour, nor take frowu our Neighbour, 
to give to God. 8 
As Honour thy Father and thy XMfther : nowF ; 
we muſt not under pretence of h:nour,ng our B 
Parents d4iſhonour God 3 no,'tis obedience 1 ans 
diſevey them, wherein ye c:nnot obey them, us © q"< 
Mark 9.i1 {eſe we diſobey God. Neither may we undetÞ G0 
pretence of Corhan or a gifr, refuſe to de ; 1 
ought for our Father and Mothe \, as God com- 
mandsns, leſt we make the word of God dF t'e 
none effe.}, C!1 
The eighth Rule. Jifl 
on 
8 Rule, 8. Diftinguiſh between things ſpoken projer's, W huc! 
and things ſpoken figuratively, as allo betwetl FF an t 
things meant lirerally, and things ow ] 
, & Pi ' 


if 


nd Mpicitually . The Propher Malgchy ſaid, Mal. 
ad 4.3. that Elias muſt firſt come, which was 
of {ſpoken of John the Baptiſt, as Chriſt clears 
ul. Fic, Mat. 17 12, So theſe words Mat.16.6, Be- 
ide ware of the lcaven of the Phariſees, are nct 
red Ft meant properly, bur figuratively. 
a: Ifa man ſhould cake that place Mat. 5.29. 
hat Þ&.1f thine eye offend thee, pull it our | literally, 
Fhe might be guilty of ſelfe- murder. Therefore 
Fic isro he underſtood ſpiritually 3 viz. of any 
Fthing that is as neare, deare and tender as our 
exe to us. Origen. who int. rpreted all, or 
1Ja.1ft all other places of Scripture myſtically, 
Zunderitood this place literally | Mat. 19. 12. 
S$me make chemiclves Ranackes for the Kings 
a; þ «dome of God } and thereupon geided lim» 
war þ Jl : but farely Origen, had nor thac ab vrigene 3 
the F 3for from the beginning it was not f: ; ic was 
wl, þ 3c inſf;tuted by God z therefore muit not be 


our F executed by man. 
ur, Þþ > 
The ninth Rule 
ow Þ ; 
ou All places which ſpeak of Adminiſtrations 


P 


» t and Adminiſtrators,are beſt underſtood and inter- 
qreted,the nearer the ſenſe comes to Gods deſigne. 
dr Þ Gods defigne is, Eph.4.11,12,13. by all ad- 
do Ininiſtrarors and Adminiſtrations to bring a- 
-om- Þ Þour the perfe#jng of che Saints, the worke of 


| ofthe Miniſtery, aud the edrfying of the body of 

ariſt, rill we all come, &c. Now all Admi- 

Tiſtrations and Admin;ſtrators b: ing to help 

on this, the places of Scriprure ſpeaking of 

er's, Wo Juch rings, are undoubtedly beſt underſtood 

[eel FF 3n the {enſe which doth promate that worke. 
«US 3 
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ro, If Scripture jjeak it, beleeve it, thug) 
Reafon cm out the reaſon of it. The Scrip. 


ture ſaith in 705. 26. 5.That the earth hangerh 


en nothing. The <cripture faith, that one is 


three, and three are one: 1 Joh. 5. 5. Hy 
can reaſon think this true © and yet 'tis rrue ; for 
God who is rruth, and fpcaks nothing but 
truth, faith 'r15 fo. 

Yea, let me add-;, tiar could God Fe compre. 


Dended by our reaſ-n, we might think it veolon 1 


think he wee nit God, 


The third Principle. 


3. ifafrer all theſe endeavours, ro attain anlf 


Ohrain the 7icht underſtanding of Scripture, the 

yer ſcem in any particvl2r t» ſpeak darkly : and 

a: to external! difpenſations, thou knowſt no 
ith which to cloſe, make bolineſſe thy R ule. 
That way which conduceth moſt ro [elf 1+ 


fing and Chriſts advancement, is the lafeit : ani 


did Chriſtians judge of opinions and pradiice; 
by this P.ule, rhey would betrer dilcern be 
tween things thar differ. 

You hear mea fay this is Chriſt, and here ©; 
Chriſt, and horh may ſeem prohable to you; 
bur you know nor how to determine : ther 
are ſtrong arguraents on both hands. Now mm 
feder aud in good earneſt weigh, and thar witl- 
eut partial;ity, which makes moſt for an ex! 
walking with God, and bin\ding up one anorin 
in the faith and fear of jctus Chriſt, aud acco: 
dingly eng age. 

The fourth Principle. 

4. Make not ihat commnin to all, which God bt 

4e peca/iay 15 fmt; 197 make that peculi 
t 


5, 
way 


"Wie 


beca; 


gacle 


| why 


if 
fc t 


Wart 


Or, Love one another; 41 
1 Fc ſome, which God hath made common to | 
£41! ; do nor ye cnlarge when God hath ſtraitned ; 
"For frartcn when God hath enlarged. Caſt nor n | 
5 FÞ::7/s before Swin,nor give the Childrens Bread | 
»} $0 19g; : neither refuſe ro give the children on 
"F$rcad, and deny not Pearles to them whom » 
ut Tod hach made his lewels. | S | 
! Give every one his due 3 tribute ro whom tr1- p | 
*t Ine, love ro whom love, honour to whom 
y _=_ B- mt you ſhy of joyning your ſelves > 4 
when God will joyn himiclt; leſt you call chat | | 
1mm and unclean which God hath ſanFifiedz 4 Fs 
ay alſo ro make a difference berween the | | 
qrecioue and the vilez then God will make you JEr.15.20, | p .*F 
0Þ br» this people g fenced brazen wal.and though 
IF 4 cy fight againt you, they ſhall nor prevailez 
tor the Lord will be with ycu. 
0! 
: The fifth Principle. | | | it 
nq Princi- | 
- 


wiy of working ; know this, thar he worketh, 
"wien, where, how,and by whom he pleaſeth: 
becauſe the firlt Goſpel Miniſtry was wirh mi- 


"W gacles,can there he none now without miracles? 


"op why will ye limir che holy one of lrael? 


8 ithe bring about his end,thar is, by the Go- 


xl to bring in poor ſinners ro himf{clf,, what 
warters it wherher it be done by the work of 
t::hand, or by rhe word of his mourh ? 


% Wagaine appeare in working miracles; eſpecially 


1 ne of 1;,7e/ 


a the calling in of the Jewes , as hee did 
then ar the calling of the Gentiles. But whe- 
ner ne will or no, let not us limit the holy 


5, Confire nt God to any, nor deny to God any : 


Ard yet wh» knows but God who did, will | 


Ur, Love one another 


4 The fixth Princip/e. 


6. Ds mt divorce what God hath married, ny 


6 Princi- feparate what God hath joyned rogerher. The 
ple. fulfilling of the rightzouſneile of che Law with. 
out us , doth nor hinder che fulft/ling of it 
within us; nor che fulfilling of the rightconl. 


neſle of the Law ia vs, deny che fulfilling of rhe | 


Law without us. ; 
Why ſhould fome [like the Corinthians) cry 
up Paal, and Apoi, and Cephas, and neglet 


Chriſt 2 and orh+rs cry np Chriit, and negletÞ 
#Fea that * Paul and Apolls ? iurely Paul, Apt, Crab, 


xcjet, and Chriſt arg very good friends. Chviit 1s not 


included in Paul, nor exc/u./1 trom Paul ; butizh- 


within him, and withovt him. 

Some cry up Chriſt in the flefl.,orhers Citi 
in the fpirit,bur Beloved is Chriſt divzded?turely 
Chriſt in the fleth and Chriſt in the ſpirit, 4 
nr oppoſe one another ; wity then ſhould any 
eppeſe then: one ro another ? 

Some are altogether for che Letrer, others 
for the Spirit and meaning of the world ; Be 
loved, why ſhould ye nor be for both in cne, 
ſeeing they agree 11 one ? Letter and ſpirit Wol 
and meaning, 2 nt dijagree nov crojſe one a nothe, 
The leflon when the Schotar hath learncd i! 
by hearr, doth nor differ from that 1n the 

och, they are {UI} one and the ſame leflon, 

The Word is the meaning expreſt, th: meanings 
the Word £5p'amed. Onely lerme adde, that 
thongh the word rmmcludes the meaning fully, 
yer it doth not ſully expreſe che meaning, 25 ap- 
pears by Cattfts expoſinen of the Law, Mat.s 

Some look bur little ro rhe nutraard conver 
fation, as if all Religion conſiſted in an imwil 
retirement and contenpiation z others o_ a; 
Ittle 


I WI 
. 


wn, ®. a me = 
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. noe Ylirele co the zaward, as if all Religion were in 
The | the rutward man : but Beloved,the inward and 
Ton:ward man make bur one man , the inward 
of it Faud ourward convetſacion but ene conformity to 
Ithe Will of God, He d»th not enj'y much of God 
of the | within, wh» waiks n:4 :nuch with God without :nex 
| 4d:th he walk much with Ged without, who enjeycs 
) cryÞ ant much of God within. 
pletÞ 3 | 
gletÞ.4 The ſeventh Principle. 


Sno 7- Whatever was either rule of priviledge wider — 
burish *th: Law, is jÞ:!! lo under the Goſpe!, unleſſe we can ', Pi. oct 
Mew its abrogation. What was Gnce diſcovered P'S 
CH t2 be the will of Ged, continues to be fo ii! he 
lure Þ himſelf do d:fanul it. We fee indeed char ma- 
ir, 6 Fay things are r_voked, and rivugh they were 
d any Þ once his wall, are nis will no longer : jor Ge 

dt h mot {peak the word Lecauſe the werd 75 right, 
athers | tut the word 15 right becauſe 200 ſpeaks its 
- Be Lerus nor therefore think rhat the Old Te- 
g ne, ſaments aurhoriry is not proof ſufficient; ſurely 
r Wolf fr © 7 underſtand, his will there, is nor a- 
nother, brogared in the New Teflament, abides till in 
1cd i: IF Its full forces 


on. The eighth Principle. 


, tha 1 8.Uſe ſaree tneſſe rather then vigence,words ra- 2 Ping 
fully, ſ#her then ſwords r9 convince one another;uſe wer- 
25 ap- {#4 rather then verbera ; Argumenta Ariſtotelice, 
Mat.s JPather then Bacidlina 3 rational Arguments, ra- 

onver- then club Law, tn win upon each orher, 
mw:rl fs Cerrainly, if reaſ-n and Scripture wil nor pre- 
20k 4; MF41l, impriſenment, &c. are nor like to do ir. I 
Little 8 ſure che firſt is more ſuteable tro man, who 
Carts 


D— 
= 


Try all 
things, 
hol faſt 
that 
which is 
good 


:. Argu- 
fMmeEne, 


e New Command renewen - 
cares nor to be bound but with the cord; 
a man Viz. love ;, cords may binde ap his hands the 
he cannot hurt, but love binds up his heart that 
will net hurt, 

A Cart may break yce, hut it doth abide nc 
ſtill, bur the Sun doth melt ir out of ir ſelf, 

T beſeech you Beloved, ler us rather pray op 
for anoche r, then make a prey one of another] 
if Chriſt conic & find us bearing 'our- fellons[e: 
vants, huw, ah how ſhall we look him in th 
face? 0h that cuery one that reads, weuld ask hi 
heart concerning every Rule, & Principle, how f : 
it doth concern himfelf, and not put off, as if others 
and not himſelf, were ſpoken to. 

Confider whar ha: h heen ſaid, and the Lot 
give you underitanding in all things. 


4 _, —— 


PART. IV. 


T jhall adde ſome Arguments 20 provoke 4 
to mutual love; 


The firſt provoking Argum: nt. 


1. "F"1s the will and command of the Ld 7 

Chrift that we love one anocher, aniſh 
oh with what willingnefe ſhould Chr;ſiar 
embrace the wilkof Chriſt ? Cerrainly if 
command be grieveus to us, the love of God 
notin us. 1 John 5.3. 

Alas! how little is /ove your enemies oble 

ved,when love one another is ſo little regarded 
Surely } you would have heen loth to hat 
dealt ſounkindly wirh a dead friend as - | 
obſer 


1, WY obſerve bis laſt Will and Teſtament; and will ye 
I deal thus with Chriſt? are theſe the effe#,of your 


afeion? How can you prove what you profeſle, t gy 
hath that you are his friends, when he faich, John 15. $21 
mY ] 14. ye aie my friends ut be do » hatſoever i | 10 | 
6! * conumand yoa ? never talk of frit.sfh;p unleſe you 
- Mo obey bim. 


Reade over that place (nt 6: /y, but ſeri- 
3 ouſly) 1 Jchn 4.20. 1f a man fay 1/cve God and 
| and bate his Brother, be is a lyar. Do ye fee this 
þ: ! Chriſtians * Who ſpeaks truth? God or yon ? 
as 4+ You ſay you love God z; God faith you lic, for 
| : you love nor one anvthier, = 
' othersh, ! Meane ye to mock Gol, when ye cafl upon 
him and pray, thy wil! -te dine { 15 not this his 
7 will, that ye {ore oe another © whac would you 
have God lay 4mer, aud you will nct lay ſo Le 
it! 


LA 
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The ſecond provoking argumes”. 


Secondly, We have Chr for 3n cxamp/e, he | | 
EW Þ-lizcd and loved as well a: fuſſered and died, 7- Ages, Ay, 
leaving us an Example. This 1s all we have eg Ment ov 
do in the world, te ſbew forth the verrues of »'\ 
» {Cbriſt, and to walk as we have 1m for an ex 4 | 
5 ample, We writ not after our copy, unl:fl we | 
»d 7 FYive and love as Chriſt did. \# 
4 See thhe remarkable inference, 1 Jha] 4,0. NJ. 
win 6, 11. Herein [3s love, not that we love God, is, 
ly if "8B .ut char he loved us, and fent his Sonne to be G ' } 
of God he propitiation for our fins, v.11. He draws L 
: is inference, If God fo loved us, what then 2 [ 
ics OV Bot we love God again ? nay that 15 not all;but, l 
regal ought we to love one another, God having Jig 
us ſuch an example ? {> 


Chriſt 


_ 
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Chriſt told the Jewes , * that if they had 
Abrahams made Abraham their example, they would do Þ 
children, as Abraham did ; and ſurely did we purpok Þ 
Sons of i- Chriſt for ourexample,we ſhould walk asChrif, 
| mitation, If a Painter tell me he is ahour to draw the 
PiFure of a man, and it prove to be like a leaf, 
I ſhall hardly beleeve that he had the [de vf 4 
man as an example in his fancy. ; 
Surely, while the produ#s and reſults oſnur Þ 
undertakings be fo brutiſh and diabolical; how 
TH can any man think that we have Chriſt 4 | 
1114! pattern, unlefſe rey 1mdge Chriſt by us tohe + 
' according to us, viz. malicious and envious as þ: 
we arc? £7? 
Ah my Brethren! render the honour of Chriſt tg 
more 3 he hath cold rhe world thar they nay þ., 
read him in you, 41d your obedience 10 his n 


commands, will give all che world to under- 
Nand that ye are his Diiciples 3 alas, whac will} 7, 
wen :hink of Chriſt, when they ſee hits Diſci-þ + 
ples walk in firife and bitter envyings. 
You are his Epiſt/e ro be known and read cf 
all men 3 and if the copy conrain ſuch bitter 1 
things,w:! they nor think that rhe cr:gina! con-Bgn, 
rains the ſame ? Ah Beloved ! why do you brings, 
ap an evil report upon the Lord Jeſus? W 
When the ſtreams are bitter,will any think 
the fountain ſweer? The Academicks, the 6G, 
Peripatericks, the Stoicks and Epicureans,n!Þ# x, 
all the ſets of the Philoſophers, were more catt-Bpy ; 
ful ro follow their leaders, then Ghriſtians Vee, 
ro follow Chriſt. | | Irept 
Bur as Alexander ſaid to a cowardly ſour Mihe, 
dier of his called Alexander, Leave off thy nan 
07 fight better 3 never call your ſelves Chriſtian 
and pretend ro walk as you have Chriſt i | 


KEE 


_ 
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an example, unlefſe men may read that in you, 21H 

= whigh was read in Chriſtyvizelove, | of i; 

, | The third provoking Argament. N | 
IM, 13 | 
he Thirdly, Love is debt, You owe love, and _ | 
i, BY ſhould owe nothing elſe ro one another- 3 Argu- It 


4 BR Chriſtians , will ye not be honeſt men and pay MENT. 
© your debt 2 Rom. 1 3. 8,9, 10. when you love Aut hac 
T one another, you fulfil the Law, and pay your 19 #f 
OW Fa deb, Evange- 
#1}? Isirnor ſtrange that Chriſtians ſhould -be ſuch (11m, aut 
d be SAntinmians? this is Chriſts Law, Love one an- 795 non Jit- 
15 PYether 3 now you are Antinomians if ye love not Mus Evatt» 
\ one another 3 certainly a man that is for love &flio. 
"ri 4s no Antinemianz for the Law is fulfilled in 
this one word, viz. Love. Look to ir Chriſti- 
$, you will never be our of the danger of 
1d«1-F being arreſted one by another, till you pay your 
wil gebt, and love one another. 


. The forth provoking Argument, 


bittthe Fourthly, Your union and communion one with 4 ArBu- 
nother, your loving one of another, willre- ment, 
br1{@one the ſcandals which your diviſions bring upon 
| truth of God. There is no ſuch ſtumbling 
thiokBBlock which cauſech the world to wave the way 
- God, as the diviſion of Saints. | 
nsFP% Itis bad like (C ſaith the world) that they. , 
reach us the truth, when they cannot as. 
ans V Bee about ir themſelves. Bleſſed God ! what % 
reproach is this? Oh that this ſhould be $ 
in Akalon, and ſpoken in Gath / , = 
'y nas Chriſtians would it not take you bluſh, 
brif19% Whu ſhould hear poor fouls (as 1 have heart 
D t 
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(the Lord knows) with a ſarry heart) come and 
rel] you, that there is nothing keeps them ( 
much in doubr,nothing fils them ſo full of fears, 
as the diviſion of Saints. j 
Alas ſaith a poore ſoule, my ſoule is in a ſtrait f 
berweene two,and what ro do 1 know nat; þ% 
one tels me this is Scylla, a nother rels meF; 
that's Charybdis z one tells me that in that wayf 3 
there 1s a Lion, another cels me that if I leaneÞ- 
on that wall a Serpent will bite me, and this} © 
faich the poore ſoule even rends my heart tf * 
pieces. + 
Ah Chriſtians ! let the ſighing of theſe pooref + 
Babes and Infants ſouls, prevaile with you; 
yea ; let them who as ver are unborne (bein. 
not newborze ) ſee your ſweet and loving conf 
yerſation, that they may be won by it. j 


| 


The fifth provoking Argument 2 


Fifthly,7eur living in love will midwife int) 1p» 
World, that long lookt, and lenged for man chill” 
of Reformation,with which we travel in birtiþw"'* 
to this very day. 0 

Alas! we are like Jacob and Eſau, ſir ( 
ling in the wombe for priority and Elderſhinig*** 
and ſo prove our ſelves feoliſh children by itand"*© 
ing in the way of breaking forth, Every bod 


cries out, where is the Reformaticn? you pron bl 
ſed us a Reformation ; ah,will ye nor lay it] <© 
hearr ? undoubtedly had you not fallen out auf 
the way, you had come to your journeys c8**# 
long ſince. | I 
Nothing retards and hinders publick motitn,) 
much as diviſion 3 when one goes this wi/- _ 


nother chat; 'Tis ſpoken to the ererlaſting}s 


not! 
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| of 1irael, Judg.18.1, they were gathered to 

* | gether a; one man. And ver 8.All the people a- 
X I roſe as one man. So Exra.z.1. The people ga- 

«xi 4 thered rogerher as gn? | man. Nehe.8.1. And all 
'F7 the people gathered rogerher as one man. 

My 2 Had they been divided, how had the work 
"4 gone 0n ? Chriſtians, ſhall Iſrael in the fleſh be 


=. ; as one man, and ſhall nor Iſrael in the- ſpirit ? 
this | VE they fo zealous for the Type, and ſhall 


Z not we for the Antitype 2 yea for the ſhadow, 
> and ſhall not we for the body ? as you love pub- 
lick ſettlement and ſafety , love one another. 


* 


þ The fixth provoking Argumen t. 


FP” 45. Union and love will preſerve you, but diviſj} © Argu- 
en and envy will be your ruine, Gal.$.15. Bur if Ment. 


zee bite and devoure one another, take heed 
*'ye be not conſumed one of another. 

| What ' are Chriſtians become like Miſſtones, 
which having no griſe to grinde, ſet themſelves on 
Sfre? that che world ſhould hate you, and ſeek 
your ruine is no wonder 3 but that your ſelves 
ſhould hate one another,”tis monſtrous. Was it 
ver known that any hated his owne fleſh ? you 
arelicſh of tleſh, and bone of bone, yea of one 
irit with Jeſus Chriſt. Oh if you were bur ſen- 
ible,how ſenſible Jefus Chriit is hereof! Think 
ve that it paines him not to have his members 
thus disjoynred 2 ſurely he cries out, [ am 
wounded, yea my friends wound me. 

What ' Brethren ſheath their ſwords in each 
dthers bowels! Will ye bring that ruine upon 
your (elves which the Divel and hrs agents have 
trempted, but in vaiae ? Will ye pull out one 
nothers eyes to make the Philiſt;ans ſport ff 
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Ah take heede, leſt whiſt you fall out among Þ 
your ſelves, a common enemy fell in upon you 
and end the controverſy, by beth your end, 
Surely the world hug themſelves in thek 
hopes z and the Saints ſbrugge for thel: 
feares. 7 
When Agamemnon and Achilles were fallaf ; 
out, Homer brings in Neſtor perſwading then :; 
x0 reconciliation from theſe rwo arguments, 


Miya x6» @& Ayaida yaias za, 
Exov 14910 a Tlgiapes Hygiayuorsot naldy 


Alas! great ſadneſſe will the Greekes joſeſe; Þ 
Priams and Trojans Joy will be no leſſe. 


The world wiſheth of you (as Tacitus of thÞ 
Germans) if this people cannot love u,Þ #s 
that they would hate one another : and will you a! 
give them their hearrs defire ; muſt jr againeÞ 
be faid, Thy perdition is of thy ſelf, Oh Iira!'Þ-ar 
Oh England br 
'Tis faid of the ſtone Scyrus, that while: 
it is whole it [wimes on the warer, bur bei or 
broken, it finkes . Chriſtians, there is yet hope, 
thar being whole and united in love, we my 
ſwim above all the waters that flow in up 
us like mighty flouds, bur if we breake and di 
vide, we are like to finke, every Womans 
child of us. Many other Arguments may be u[l, WF 
but Ihope a few words will be encugh +0 the wilt: Wtw 
onely theſe three to conclude with. W 
Firſt, The Beaſts of the field are nor onely: 
peace with aus, but at peace among themſelue: Wthe 
they eſpecially who are of the ſame kinde: 
gree together, Sevis inter ſe convenit wh 
Wild: 


Or, Love one another, 
wild and ſavage bears agree among themſelvs, 
What ? ſhall the Licn lye dowae with the 
7Lambe, and the Leopard with the Kia, rs 
Frexch Saints the way ? the Oxe and tie Afſe 
'have more knowledge then my Peopic, jaid God 
'of Iſrael, and may we not lay uf tie Elcpliancs 
jand Stages, they have more love then Unruti» 
"ans? chey will help and ſupport one auother, 
*but Chriſtians 
Secondly, wicked men, Brethren in iniquity a= 
gite togzther, Luk. 23.12. £00k to 2t Crryrians, 
- That very ſame dry Pilate and Herod where 
made friends rogerher, who betore were ac 


| emnity among themſelves. Can ye reade this 


and not bluſb ? 
That very day that Chriſt was to be abaſed, en» 


mies became friends, and at this day when Chriſt 
45 to be advanced, friends became enemies. Chritti- 
ans where are your hearts * 
: Thirdly, the Devills agree among themſelves, 
:and 25 1 may fay, /ove one another, though it be 
but 2 devilyſh love, Mar.s.3. trom v.22.70 27. 
"mark it I beſeech you, They will nor cait our 
one anorher, 
* Dothe Devills le their kingdome ſo well 
that they will not divide it? and dee ye love 
#urs ſo ill, as ro divide it and break ic ? will 
Jt not be bitterneſs in the latter end ? Mat. 12. 
5. they go and call one another, and take 
ſſetſjon and dwell there z What ' can Devills 
well together, and cannot Chriſtians 2 06! with 
wiat bleeding hearts ſhoul&we think of this, 
kat the children of Hell ſhould be wiſer in 
er Generations then ths children of Keaven, 
1 ſhall conclude with that Scripture, Phil, 
If therefor2 there be any conſolation in Chyiſt, 
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if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of tl: 
ſpirit, if any bowels and merctes, fulfil ye my ji, 
that ye be like minded, having the ſame love, be 


zng of one accord, of one mind; Let nothing + 


done through ſtrife or vain glory, but in lowlineſe 
of minde, let each ejteeme other berter then hin- 
felf; looke not every man on his owne things, but 
every man alſo on the things of others. Let thi; 


minde be in you , which was alſo in ChiiltÞ 


Feſas. 

Chriſtians, 1 would I were able to exyr{: 
my ſelf with more affe&ion, in beſeeching you 
ro love one another 3 [ beſeech you, yea with bz 
feechings I beſeech you love one another. Could | 
bur pant out before you the pantings of my 
hearr, and fer ſighes before your ſrght, and 
draw a draughr of the groans which thel: 
conſid erations draw from my heart. But-- All 
{ will or can ſay is /ove, love, love 3 The loved 
God and the God of love conſtrain you to [n? 
one anorher : rhat ir may at laſt be ſaid «i 


& 
+ - 
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Chriſtians as ir was at firſt, behold how 
they love one another, 
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